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PKEFACE. 



We have in the preparation of this essay, had throughout 
in view to bring before our reader the subject of Distinc- 
tive Womanhood ; and this for a high purpose, without 
rousing needless considerations, or merely literal ones, of 
distinctions of sex which are puerile, when considered 
simply as such. Attributes of sex we have sought to con- 
sider as attributes of humjnifcjv dealing with womanhood 
as we would deal with manhood ; claiming indulgence for 
such observations, seemingly unfaithful to our purpose, 
as may have arisen unavoidably in the treatment of our 
subject ; and this in the one case as we would have done 
in the other, or if asking especial indulgence, doing so 
merely because the subject we consider has hardly at 
present received in its fulness the fair treatment enjoyed 
by the other. It is the intention of God, rather than 
the claims of man, or the rights of woman, that has 
engaged us. We ask simply of our reader to have the 
justice to bear this in mind. 



THOUGHTS EELATIVE TO THE 
EDUCATION OF WOMEN. 



AN ESSAY. 

" For well I understand in the prime end 
Of nature her the inferior, in the mind 
And inward faculties, which most excel ; 
In outward also her resembling less 
His image who made both, and less expressing 
The character of that dominion given 
O'er other creatures : yet when I approach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems 
And in herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wills to do or say 
Seems wisest, virtuosest, discreetest, best : 
All higher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded ; wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discountenanced, and like folly shews ; 
Authority and reason on her wait, 
As one intended first, not after made 
Occasionally ; and, to consummate all, 
Greatness of mind, and nobleness, their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placed." 

Paradise Lost. Book 8. 

The poet, with the insight of genius, saw the deep 
human truth lying enfolded in womanhood 5 which yet 
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he was unable to reconcile with the impressions of the 
female character, existing in his own mind, as reflections 
of the ideas of his time. It was for future ages to reveal 
the reconciling principle which should make the poetic 
impression of yesterday the reasonable conviction of 
to-day. 

The Creation appears to have been the realization of a 
progressive idea ; all things were created in order, each 
thing came in its time. The earth with the green herb 
upon it was ready for the cattle, and the creatures of 
the earth, before such creatures c&ne. These, the living 
inhabitants of the earth, were prepared for man's domi- 
nion before man — the lord of the creation — was called 
into being ; so man, lord over all created existence, may 
have been placed in his sphere of dominion before the 
Being of more comprehensive organization, the controlling 
power, appeared. The being of woman was the complete 
work — the more refined and spiritual work — fitted and 
designed (we cannot doubt) for the higher life upon earth. 

The world around him, woman alone excepted, was 
subject to man's command. To woman was given no 
appointment of command, but simply an endowment of 
control. Her earthly being was placed under his pro- 
tection, its movements were made amenable to the 
guidance of his manly wisdom ; whilst his spiritual nature 
was given, under Heaven, into her especial keeping ; and 
his moral nature was constituted to be amenable to her 
control. Had Woman been faithful to her trust, had she 
been true to the intentions of the Divine, man perhaps 



had never fallen ; but she forsook her inherent faith in 
God's word. She departed from the humility of her 
obedience to the Divine, she listened to the delusions of 
the tempter, and so fell under the power of human error, 
and became the victim and the medium of spiritual 
deception. We are concerned here merely with spiritual 
truth of idea, not with the question whether the scriptural 
details were allegorical or actual. Man, under her irre- 
sistible influence, fell ; a change came over the face of the 
earth ; a stronger resisting power arose ; all things under 
his dominion required a firmer mastering of his hand ; 
severe labour became the necessity where ease of pro- 
gression was no longer safe ; the call upon the physical 
power came to balance the loss of moral energy, to which 
man had subjected himself. Woman in her appointment 
of lot came to be subject to sorrow, for sorrow to her had 
spiritualising influences ; she had fallen, so to speak, from 
heaven ; she needed such influences, in her fallen state, 
to bring her back to her native sphere. 

We assume as granted, that the judgments of God, 
being righteous judgments, were wise and merciful pro- 
visions. These judgments told upon the human race 
collectively. All became subject, but some rather by 
virtue of their humanity, than in their individual charac- 
ter. Truth in man or woman, was not left without a 
witness on the earth; and though, under the changed 
condition of things, perfection of being was not, yet its 
scattered elements, combined with rare beauty in indivi- 
dual instances, and suggestive of this perfection, still lived. 
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Human nature still bore the trace of the Creator's hand ; 
and was destined in the ages to come to realize the 
creative idea. In the Redeemer of men only is man per- 
fected ; and the Christian dispensation shall work out the 
great purpose of God. But we are not concerned with 
religious disquisitions; we have simply the progress of 
humanity in view : and this being our object, we legiti- 
mately take Woman as our subject ; not as distinguished 
from man, but as considered in her " distinctive woman- 
hood/' as being, in the nature of things, responsible not 
to man but to God, in all that she has received from 
Him, in all that she is capable of realizing or of becom- 
ing, as God's creative work, as a human creature. 

Woman is judged collectively. She proved unfaith- 
ful to her spiritual calling; her spiritual power was 
taken from her. Material power was not her attribute ; 
she necessarily became subject, where by nature she was 
sovereign; for, in the life to which she sank, her 
companion was wiser than she was. Then if she lost her 
spiritual ascendency, man was consequently deprived of 
the influences which were designed to protect his moral 
nature, and to ennoble his impulses of being. He lost 
his appreciation of these higher qualities; truth and 
goodness and beauty came to be nought to him, in com- 
parison with earthly possessions, with lordly will, and 
with physical power. What wonder that these higher 
qualities (such measure of them as remained to her) were 
lightly esteemed, or imperfectly understood. What more 
natural than that the physically weaker should seem to 
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fallen man made to be subject, — made, in short, to serve 
him P Should it surprise us, that seeing some vestige of 
her original genius of control he should resist it, as a 
vain assumption of power over him the creation's lord P 
Let the suggestiveness of this just and, for the time, mer- 
ciful judgment reveal to Woman the extent of her fall, 
and shew her the principles of her nature by which, with 
God's help, she yet may rise, and though late, redeem 
not alone herself but him. 

Woman with subtler powers and a more comprehen- 
sive organisation, does not yet fully understand herself. 
Shall she dream that man understands her P 

Let her be patient. God's time is never anticipated. 
Not until her sorrow has effected its spiritual purpose 
will woman, in the aggregate, be established in her true 
position ; and until morally and socially she is effectively 
so placed, the nobility of manhood will not be fully 
known. We are wanderers yet in the clouded path of 
Woman's restoration ; the light of truth breaks slowly 
upon us. Her moral instinct leads her to pursue the sub- 
ject of inquiry into her own destiny; she alone can fathom 
the depths of it. The wiser among men support her 
in this inquiry, instinctively feeling their dependance 
upon her. 

We are weary of reiterations, and of many fruitless 
suggestions ; but we have faith that results of sincere 
inquiry and patient observation will come with time. 

The creation of Woman being the completest, the latest 
work, so the complete regeneration of Woman with its 
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attendant influences upon mankind, may prove the latest 
manifestation of regenerative power. 

The variety of influences that must be brought to bear 
upon her will require the deepest study. 

Shew Woman her power, and she will throw her noble- 
ness into it. It is ignorance of its nature, denial of its 
action, or misdirection of its influence which make her too 
often untrue to her nobler self, and which cause her 
higher attributes of sex to be misconceived. Except in 
individual cases, Woman has been too much depressed 
under the influence of the judgment fully to develope 
her higher attributes, too much governed by unfavourable 
circumstances to manifest her genius of progress. The 
judgment will yield. Christianity, in its growth, shall 
free every power. Then by a merciful provision of the 
Almighty, Woman's temporary subjection to outward 
circumstances is balanced by her possession of an inward 
principle of self-support ; so that if sorrow yet encompass 
her, the principles of happiness are peculiarly in her posses- 
sion. Hers is the appointment of the deepest sorrow and 
suffering ; but hers is also the endowment of the highest 
privileges, and the most ineffable, because the most 
spiritual, joy. Surely for the joy set before her, in the 
employment of her regenerative influences, she may 
endure the cross which the fall has imposed ; she may 
bear it patiently before her God on earth, till, at His 
command, she lays it down in heaven. But when we 
speak of bearing the cross, we speak of bearing it effec- 
tually, carrying it so as to redeem mankind. It is through 
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the sorrow of her subjection that Woman has learned the 
falseness of her position, and seen dearly the path of 
spirituality by which alone she can rise, and recover the 
position in the universe which Heaven assigned her. 
Where man's intellect remains unspiritualized, and man's 
physical nature uncontrolled, by a higher indwelling 
power in his soul — where the lawlessness of his lower 
being continues unsubdued (we mean in proportion as 
this is the case, not inferring in individual cases that it 
will be so) if through the misfortune of unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, or through the blind error of her own will 
she be connected, or consent to connect herself with him, 
Woman must and will be subject ; but if circumstances 
only bind her she may happily only suffer, if her will 
subject her she will perpetuate her fall. Let this truth 
be well considered, for God is our witness, it is sure. 

Woman, rightly considered, is more independant of 
man than she is yet known to be ; though it be granted 
that of a nobly developed man she is most graceftdly the 
companion. Her simple independance (we refer to no 
extreme views) is a growing realization ; and this not 
because the world, so to speak, is in her possession, but 
because in her higher manifestations of character she is 
essentially unworldly. Then her very completeness of 
being, before referred to, and her control over the ele- 
ments of character, involving her capacity for producing 
moral harmony, are susceptible of being made sufficiency 
and rest to her. It is granted that unrest and depen- 
dance are especially manifest in the woman untrue to 
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her idea ; but womanhood, in its ideal realization, is the 
subject which engages us. 

We would urge these truths upon the consideration of 
our female readers, by no means to encourage arrogance or 
assumption, but rather to rouse the energy of self- 
respect, to impart the humility of a heavenly submission, in 
the place of a mere earthly subjection, and to impress upon 
them the sacredness of the responsibility which attaches to 
them, and to their progressive future in the eye of God. 

It is observable (and we think this suggestive) that 
the characters of the highest development among men, 
have combined with their essential manhood in a re- 
markable degree the elements that are womanly. Not to 
multiply examples, was it not so in the spiritual St. 
John P and was it not pre-eminently so in the wondrous, 
the perfect humanity of the Redeemer P Harmony and 
completeness are the highest sources of power, they are 
essentially of the Divine ; and is it not in the natural 
course of things, in this fallen, in this slow redeeming 
world, that the divinest character of progress should be 
the latest developed, the last understood? 

The inferiority of Woman as inferred from Scripture, 
is true only relatively to the Fall, and the judgment con- 
sequent upon it. It is not an absolute truth, therefore the 
precepts arising out of this truth admitted, have relation 
only to time, yielding as the judgment yields in which 
they had their source. Woman was originally constituted 
to be sovereign, not subject. 

Let not this assumption appear too startling ; Divine 
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philosophy will support us. The enshrined absolute, the 
Divine source of power, is legitimately regarded as being 
above the more visible agency ; and Woman in her original 
constitution, we believe, represented the absolute of human 
character; in our remark we are true to this idea ; also 
the sovereignty we refer to is one of reign, not of rule. 

The apostles (and the inferences we have referred to 
will be found in St. Peter and St. Paul) though inspired 
with knowledge essential to our salvation, were not 
necessarily endowed with all knowledge bearing upon our 
moral condition ; and they who clearly foresaw not that 
the world would outlast their own time, might equally 
fail to fbrsee the coming influences of circumstance, 
which, under providential guidance, should prove regene- 
rative to human nature. In the pages of Holy Scripture 
there is a Spirit which is eternal ; but mid precepts of 
eternal import there are teachings, some of which have 
reference to time. Heaven send us wisdom to see the 
application of all things, patience to wait with humility 
God's time, but faithfulness to move onwards, that de- 
liverance linger not when the Almighty scheme is open- 
ing before us. Heaven grant us this, and under the 
power of the Spirit of God, man shall be delivered by an 
enlightened and perfected Christianity; and Woman, freed 
from the last links of her bondage, and herself become 
the deliverer, shall again be seated in honour beside her 
lord on earth, and shall dwell in anticipated glory at the 
gate of heaven. 

To sum up our suggestions with a view to practical 
considerations : — 
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We believe the genius of Womanhood to be essentially 
creative. It is the travail in the soul of Woman that 
gives birth to spiritual purpose; and as the dawn of 
moral being, its elementary manifestation, is placed 
under her especial care, so in a broader sense she is 
endowed with especial control over the moral elements 
of life. Hers is not so much a teaching capacity, as a 
forming power. It is a power without observation. 

Leaving the outward movements of life, or the 
nearer contact with its material elements, to the genius 
of manhood, being that in these he is capable of more, 
and is subject to risk less, Womanhood should be en- 
shrined in its spiritual work, because that is higher, and 
retired in its material work, because this is delicate and 
secondary. 

Womanhood in its pure development — and it is of such 
only that we speak — is essentially a manifestation of genius* 
as such, rather than of talent in any given direction ; 
and this not only by its versatility, but by its character 
of universality. We hold that this endowment of univer- 
sality is balanced by a power of individualisation, and 
that the readiness and depth of Woman's sympathy 
make this individualisation a moral power; that her 
breadth of sympathy inclines her to the universal, whilst 
her intensity of sympathy draws her towards the individual; 
and that her ideal tendencies lead her irresistibly towards 
the abstract, whilst her realizing tendency brings her 
forcibly under the influences of the actual. We believe 
the character of her genius to be eminently philosophic, 
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whilst this genius is less distinguished by reasoning than 
by impressing power ; and its faculty of communicating 
itself appears to be rather an unseen one of impart- 
ing, than a direct and didactive one. In the reason- 
ing faculty and the didactic power, man is Woman's 
superior; she is not merely logical, she is nobler and 
simpler, being philosophic ; and if she is comparatively 
unable in the employment of the reasoning faculty, 
it is that reasonable movements readily approve them- 
selves to her moral judgment, and need no argu- 
ments for their defence. The higher the nature the 
more apparent do these distinctions become ; the more 
distinctly does she reveal her intuitive response to 
truth of idea, and her power of impressing — so creating, 
character. In proportion as womanhood reveals itself 
in these elevated tendencies, however varied its organi- 
sation and development, so far will it testify to the 
reality of its return to its original idea. Ages may pass, 
the work may be slow, but in such a return it will be 
sure. This truth, as fundamental, admitted, it becomes a 
principle of application by which to test the movements 
of female progress in our time. Whether professional 
labours now open to Women, or advocated for Women of 
a high social class, are advisable, we leave it to our readers 
to consider. We would only suggest (on our own prin- 
ciples,) that the work of Woman, be it elevated or hum- 
ble, should, as a general proposition, be a work that 
retires. 
The varieties of classes in human character, not to 
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speak of numberless individual organisations, render it 
impossible to establish rules of arbitrary application. 
Conscious of this, whilst we recognise these varieties and 
the extended application of our principles, we yet confine 
our consideration simply to the leading principles of 
character, and our observations to the highest manifes- 
tations of this " Genius of Womanhood " of which we 



Moreover the purer developments of this genius call for 
our especial notice; whilst they are more sacred than 
others, they are more neglected, for they are less under- 
stood. The legitimate work of Woman is the education 
of the soul for life. In all our endeavours after the 
foundation of the female character, more especially of 
character of the highest class, this truth must be kept in 
view. She is the nurse of the Spirit, and she must be 
made to understand her calling; more than this, she 
must be tenderly watched over with a view to preparing 
her for it. She needs especial divine protection, and 
claims the tenderest of human watchfulness and care. 
Moving as she does through a world of sin and sorrow, 
her resources lie in her nearness to heaven, rather than 
in her grasp of the earth. In her most elevated mani- 
festations she does not breathe the atmosphere of evil 
without suffering and danger. God, it is true, gives her 
power to walk through evil and it shall not touch her ; 
but in her nature, simply . human, owing to physical 
weakness and the nervous susceptibility of a finer 
nature (which tends to disorganise the moral faculties,) 
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this is not so. God, who is able to empower her for all 
necessity, yet seems to have a divine purpose rather to 
withdraw her, and so to protect her influences for action 
upon the world without. But be it remembered cul- 
tivation is required with a view to the efficiency of these in- 
fluences. The knowledge of the elements of life and 
character and of all human susceptibilities of progress, for 
which there will be found to be sufficient aptitude, needs to 
be imparted to Woman ; the ideal tendency requires care- 
ful direction, and the sympathetic element needs protection 
from waste. Woman demands the provision of a legi- 
timate sphere, and preparation for her life and action. 

Breadth of affection and extent of view are essential 
to those who are devoted to universal interests, and to 
those who design to form the individual upon general 
principles. Clearness and depth of thought require de- 
velopment in those who are endowed by nature with 
genius to enter, as by intuition, into the various human 
relations, and so to realise the absolute in character and 
life. The completeness of being, which is suggested by 
her combinations of character even in present imperfec- 
tion, shew that Woman was pre-eminently designed for 
this great work. Man may look upon her as a dreamer, 
because she sees forms withheld from his less spiritual 
eye ; but let mankind only place her where she has ability 
to act and to become, and her dreams will be seen to be 
waking truths. The line between the ideal and the 
actual needs only to be drawn, and by careful cultiva- 
tion of a moral and social eye, she best may learn to 

b2 
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draw it. She most truly apprehends the eternal prin- 
ciples ; and suggestions from without of the life of this 
world, reveal sufficient for her native intelligence. She 
needs not to enter into life as man enters into it, to be 
the influence over it that it requires. To the cultivation 
of that moral eye of this social intelligence, and to the 
establishment of the universal principles which govern 
character and life in the mind of Woman, our educa- 
tional principles must be adapted. The response of 
reason to intuition must not be left to be merely invo- 
luntary, it must be necessary and actual ; and the affec- 
tions must be built up on principles of truth, that whether 
spiritual or simply moral, they may form part of a 
divinely consolidated being, and so not move restlessly 
and alone, and to the destruction of the whole, but with 
the movement of the whole nature. The intellectual 
acquirements of "Woman will of course proceed on like 
principles ; individuality of character and peculiarity of 
circumstances, will govern the adaptation of general 
rules. She has more depth in that which borders on the 
spiritual, less in that which appertains to the actual. In 
command of the creative in genius "Woman may become 
pre-eminent. Man, lord though he be of the creation, 
in the highest and subtlest movements of mind, follows 
her. Yet it must be fully granted that however im- 
measurably she may raise the character of works of 
genius, until we cultivate her imagination and draw forth 
wholly the force of her creative faculty, we shall be un- 
able to hold forth her manifestations of it in adequate 
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support of our arguments or assertions. Facts are at 
present against, not for us. 

In power of accomplishment, intellectual or physical, 
she follows him ; his speciality is achievement or actual 
power. 

To her distinctive intellectuality our educational sys- 
tem will adapt itself. We are called upon to give 
attention to the educational principle by which the genius 
of womanhood may be drawn forth, and the human race 
in consequence advanced. If Woman in her idea is 
higher humanity, enshrined for higher work ; then those 
of the highest character among Women are highest 
humanity, reserved for highest work. They may yet be 
few ; alas ! how few ; but they are unmistakeable, and 
unquestionably they exist. 

We hold that they are God's especial care, that they 
claim to be man's especial and first consideration ; and 
we believe that in proportion as we bring such Women 
back to womanhood's true idea, they will rise superior 
to the circumstances of their humiliation, and will glorify 
their own path; they will raise up followers in this 
path of light with each generation as it appears. 

For the bringing together of these few as a separate 
order among Women, we need an experienced eye ; and 
for the training of such for their momentous work, we 
need, in the female sense, a master hand. It is at 
present an individual work, it may become a social one. 
There exist many sound moral influences, parental or 
educational ; there are admirable systems, excellent insti- 



22 



tutions for female instruction, — this we cannot question ; 
but there is no acknowledgment of the principle of sepa- 
ration according to which the highest orders of Women 
are, as a body, at will appointed, and consecrated 
to a separate work. This is the deepest want of our 
age. 

Let us but separate an order, educate them with a 
view to universal interests, then, embracing these, they 
will elevate also those interests that are individual. The 
faculties which have lain dormant in the wastes of 
human life, the sympathies that have been imprisoned 
in the narrowness of the personal, will rise with new 
power to work upon a more open field, and with re- 
covered freedom to embrace a nobler object. Are not 
women gathering together for those works of mercy 
which God, all wise as good, so manifestly committed to 
them ; are they not with new energy reclaiming the 
ignorant, befriending the poor ; and are they not prepar- 
ing, under the influence of a master mind, with newly 
organized purpose to nurse the sick ? Shall we organize 
Woman's power to restore the sick in body, and neglect 
her ability to redeem the sick in soul? Or shall we 
open a path of sacred labour for women ordinary, if 
excellent, yet forget the resources of the more highly 
endowed, and fail to invite them to the sphere of the 
highest and holiest work ? We are faithless to the best 
interests of humanity while we so act ; we hear not our 
God's most solemn call. 

It may be asked, Where are these few to be found ? 
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how make a reality of the enrolment of this invisible 
order? Our answer is, "Seek, and ye shall find ;" but 
we grant the difficulties in the realization of our idea. 
Let but one or two arise with genius to educate Women, 
for the perfecting of womanhood and the establishment 
of its control over life, and in the next generation a body 
would be ready for the great work we suggest ; and for 
the examples of Women with leisure for thought, and 
able to give themselves to our purpose^ where are they ? 

There are suggestions which may guide. They will 
not be found in the beaten tracks of the world's life nor 
in the seclusion where that world is altogether unknown ; 
they will hardly be found at the hea,<I of educational 
establishments, or be met in the high ways of philan- 
thropy. They will rise up unobserved in homes of re- 
tirement and cultivation, where a life of ease and social 
freedom has afforded scope for observation, and where 
leisure for thought and the cultivation of inward re- 
source has been sought equally with intellectual acquire- 
ments, and embraced before and above all outward 
action. They will be pre-eminently thinkers ; and though 
earnest realizers, yet rather in the moral than in the 
actual sense, workers. 

Granted such Women may be surrounded by house- 
hold claims, may be wedded to the individual interests of 
life — for the advancement of our purpose too often it may 
be so— but all honour be to them in the path they have 
chosen, they do but serve our cause in a different way. 
For the most part such Women will not be found among 
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the married. Where their choice of life has been left free, 
unless won in the earliest susceptibility, their wealth of 
resource and their conscious independance has intuitively 
led them to prefer a different choice. They have felt that 
their womanhood was in advance of their time, of their 
probable wifely position ; and their affections have turned, 
perhaps in sorrow, from the contemplation of an indi- 
vidual lot to embrace with serenity a social calling. With 
such Women the impulse of life is in our favour. The 
Almighty has not left us without a witness for His cause. 
If they be few by nature and cultivation fitted, fewer by 
circumstance permitted, fewest by ardent impulse im- 
pelled to serve us, there will yet be found " one or two " 
who will answer to our call. 

And these "one or two" could we place them in charge 
of some of the dawning genius of the land, as presiders over 
its culture, and sympathisers with its need, and helpers of 
its power, what might we not hope to effect ? It is for 
such help that such genius yearns, and it is of the genius of 
character especially that we speak. A higher order of mind 
alone can sympathise with, and so influence a nobler 
nature, — aid it to expand itself and to maintain its 
nobility ; and a higher order of mind of maturity and ex- 
perience, alone can protect it in the rising difficulties of 
life ; give support and nourishment to its ideal, that it be 
not disheartened or impoverished in spirit by its contact 
with the poverty of the real. A presiding spirit over the 
educational province is what we seek to provide, a paren- 
tal charge over the soul, and a living presence with it, 
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for the cultivation of ideas and sentiments, and for the 
advancement of the study of life and character from a 
commanding point of view: a power for the develop- 
ment of all that is noblest and loveliest in Woman, an 
influence over the choice of the intellectual, and a guide 
through the paths of literature. Under the guardianship 
of this presiding genius intellectual progress shall ad- 
vance ; but our principle requires that instruction, in its 
literal acceptation, be the work of another. Here we 
hope we have made ourselves understood. We bow to 
the forming influence, and recognise it ; we honour the 
professional power, and employ it. Parents of the soul 
we have called our educationists, who shall raise educa- 
tionists of the highest order to follow in their path ; and 
not a few perhaps are the lonely and gifted beings who, 
parented in every sense but this, their secret life untold, 
wait the coming of this new social phase. We have been 
in the confidence of more than one of these lonely beings 
ordinarily deemed happy, who have felt the ignorance, in 
matters appertaining to life and character, of all who 
attempted to teach them ; who have looked to affectionate 
parents in vain ; who have listened to capable teachers, 
without hope, to obtain the profoundest yet the simplest 
knowledge, the knowledge of those laws of being, indi- 
vidual and social, in obedience to which alone they could 
live. In their dawning womanhood they would find 
their need met by a parent spirit, who, placed at their 
right hand, could encourage them by her sympathy, sup- 
port them by her energy, succour them by her experi- 
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ence, and enlighten them by her insight. One who 
would look with them into the universal laws of being, 
and help them to develope themselves individually in 
regard to them. One who would aid them to gather up 
their spiritual and intellectual nature to meet life ; to 
simplify its elements, to ennoble its forms, to hallow its 
impulses, and to dignify its choice. 

And, on the subject of choice, such a Mend of the 
soul will shew that Woman legitimately has a choice, a 
choice of a moral position, of an object for self-education, 
of a sphere of living action. This truth opens daily upon 
us with increasing clearness. We are ceasing to imagine 
that every daughter will choose to become a wife, that 
every woman of fortune and leisure will become a votary 
of amusement, that every woman without either will 
become a governess. 

We, arriving at the truth that every woman of cultiva- 
tion in the upper ranks .(we do not refer to a privileged 
class, where this is granted of course) is not designed by 
nature, or appointed by any law of social life, to become 
her own housekeeper ; that there are women enough to fill 
such a post, who will fill it better and sacrifice less. We 
are fast arriving at many such truths, but they need care- 
ful instilling into the minds of the rising generation ; and 
where new and higher paths are opening, a thoughtful 
direction becomes of increasing importance. The spirit 
of Woman must rise to give impulse to the coming age. 
She must first become ; and it is first for Woman's deve- 
lopment that we seek a forming hand. We do not say 
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that this is nowhere to be found ; we do not dream that 
such influences are nowhere in existence: but we do 
maintain that this is not recognised as it claims to be; 
and that until it is so recognised, our purpose of advance- 
ment is not sure. 

The noblest ladies of England, (we quote from our- 
selves on a former occasion), who offer to their 
daughters the choicest luxuries of the land, do not with 
equal care command for them its choicest influences. 
They would give the highest culture, moral and mental, 
to the children whom nature has entrusted to them, to fit 
them for the high social responsibilities to which they 
are called. And how do they do this P By placing over 
them an accomplished governess (in the literal sense) 
whom it is perhaps esteemed admissible to slight. 

The mother may be (which every high born lady is 
not) so nobly developed as to supply her daughter's 
need: but granting she be so, in how many cases the 
social demands of her position prevent her from having 
sufficient time at her command. The few who would 
cheerfully sacrifice many claims to this paramount one, 
may not always be able to compromise the interests of 
others, or to exercise control over the circumstances of a 
lot. Many there are who would vote us dreamers in 
speaking of such need ; many who would give their time 
or bestow their wealth in favour of improvements, floral 
or agricultural, who would cheerfully lend their influence 
to organization for the development of the animal king- 
dom; or who would give their sympathy without 
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measure to schemes for the improvement of Man's 
physical condition, yet who for the higher advancement 
of human nature, as such, have never reflected how 
much was in their power. It is time we did reflect upon 
this, and to reflect should be to act. 

If such women as we have supposed, rising up in 
spheres of cultivation, were invited to take their seats 
beside the noble ladies of the land, by virtue of their 
office made equal to the highest, (this in the social as 
distinguished from the aristocratic sense) and received 
into the bosom of such family life, placed over governess 
and teachers, whilst giving to their work the highest 
aid — how greatly might a mother be aided, if need were 
how ably represented. Or if such women were encour- 
aged, in their wide-spread English homes, to group 
around them a chosen few, whom by careful observation 
they had selected as capable of responding to human 
nature's higher idea ; to watch over their development 
under any appointed instruction, to protect their girl- 
hood, to guide the heart's first impulses, and to open to 
the mind of their dawning womanhood the various and 
wonderful relations of existence ; how many unparented, 
as we have said, would be parented here ! by the recog- 
nition of such a sphere of action, how much might be 
accomplished ! 

We have spoken of the noble ladies of England be- 
cause we would invite the attention of an influential 
class, but we are immediately concerned with classing 
women upon the highest and truest idea ; that this idea 
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should be realized in its amplitude in the highest spheres 
of social b.eing is natural; we reasonably expect it; 
therefore it is in these quarters chiefly that we would 
give ourselves to its realization ; but the professional and 
commercial classes may sufficiently avail us, for classing 
of character eventually is our purpose. 

"We hold that such a movement as we suggest will be, 
in its essential nature, "without observation " ; that 
principles may govern it, but that rules will have no 
necessary application to it Suggestions will rise as it 
grows; and views, bearing upon its advance, will open 
upon the mind as it progresses. 

We ask of our country an interest in this movement, 
wherever it may reveal itself. We plead for the sym- 
pathy of our Sovereign, in the purpose we have in view ; 
we trust this purpose to an earnest and liberal considera- 
tion, asking nowhere an immediate consent to our pro- 
positions, as they grow out of conclusions the premises of 
which, (granting they be just) time only will establish. 

Sorrow, we have said, is a great teacher; and the 
patient virtues, essentially Christian, are perfected in the 
school of adversity. Woman is recovering her lost 
privileges; and is pointing to the scriptural promises, 
that the bearer of sorrow shall be the bringer in of joy. 
(Jer. xxxi. 21 — 26.) She is yet incomplete in much on 
which her sway, unseen and spiritual, depends ; but the 
hidden resources of her being are revealing themselves to 
us ; the tumultuous heavings of a nature seeking deliver- 
ance from its bondage are, it is true, irregular, and too 
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often fruitless; but is it not therefore that we should 
study to harmonise its movements, and seek to enlighten 
whilst we free P 

We believe the Almighty is with us, and His deep 
purpose no human hand shall stay. Woman, re-estab- 
lishing herself in the perfecting of her distinctive 
character, and recovering her position in relation to the 
divine, shall fulfil the spiritual conditions of her calling ; 
and shall, by her sway over mankind, shew us humanity, 
and (under Heaven) prepare us for the " manifestation 
of the sons of God." 

If this be so, shall not the Church of Christ on earth 
give its aid to such Christian work P shall not the sove- 
reign pleasure of a throne give it sanction, and shall not 
the influences of society lend it support P We leave our 
cause with patient hope in the hand of man, with a 
humble prayer for the guidance of God. 
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NOTES. 



The study of "Womanhood in its spirituality, its moral 
energy, and its power of intellectual control in the pages of 
ancient history or the history of the middle ages, borne out 
by the observation of existing facts and character, will, we 
believe, be found sufficient to support our views; and the 
testimony of the highest class of "Women in our day is, with 
solemn eloquence, in our favor. They know that if inferior 
in power, they are higher in class. They feel that their gift 
of intuition imparts to them a classifying power. It is the 
genius of insight that gives birth to order. "Woman on 
highest principles will class humanity. She will not even- 
tually attempt to place herself wrongly with regard to man : 
this is a groundless fear. Her subtle and penetrative intelli- 
gence will reveal to her that, however fitly she may appoint, 
or suitably control his exercise of power, that his is the gift 
of intellectual science, which unravels the truth of the 
material universe, which governs circumstance, and com- 
mands the actions of men. She will leave him his sphere, 
and nobler shall become his government, purer his self- 
conquest, and more righteous his action in that sphere. 



Among the moral facts of our being, the following are sug- 
gestive. Man mils by self- worship, but rises by his chival- 
ric tendencies (of regard for her). "Woman falls by self- 
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Hiirnmdor, and rises (however wlf-forgetting for Mb) by ideal 
Holt- reverence. The fall of a nature, endowed for aoroeragji 
portion, has boon of desolating influence upon manknd; it 
ronmiiiH, alas ! too much so still. But it shall mot always 
remain ho. God has placed much in our power; already 
the judgment yiolds. We will add no more ; we unwillingly 
write, when all wo seek is the encouragement of fifth, that 
wo may act. 
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